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Safety

our goals
› Eliminate traffic fatalities by 2022 (ZERO 

IN TEN/VISION ZERO)
› Reduce serious pedestrian injuries by 

50% every five years

how we’ll do it
› Design and build safer streets for 

pedestrians
› Encourage and enforce safe driving, 

walking, and biking behaviors
› Make Chicago’s streets secure from 

crime and violence





Modal Hierarchy:
Pedestrian First



Sample Pedestrian Improvements



Project Planning – Crashes                 
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High Pedestrian Crash Corridors 
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Locations without
projects

73%

27%

High Pedestrian Crash Intersections 
2005‐2009

Locations with
projects

Locations without
projects

Funding Sources
• Highway Safety 

Improvement Program 
(HSIP)

• Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS)

• Congestion Mitigation 
and Air Quality 
Program (CMAQ)

• Surface Transportation 
Program (STP)

• State Only Chicago 
(SOCC)

• Safety Zone Program
• Arterial Resurfacing 

Program
• MENU
• TIF



Project Planning – Improving the Crash Model    
Pedestrian Exposure – Crash Rates

Question: CBD sees relatively high number of crashes, how does this relate to 
high crash areas in the neighborhoods? How should CDOT prioritize 
funding?

Inputs
• Crash Data (IDOT) – uniformly available through 2013
• Pedestrian crossing counts – sporadic
• Seasonal variations in walking – estimated/NBPD

Output
• Crashes per volume of adjusted annual crossings



Methodology
Intersection
Counts
• Crossings per leg
• Proxy for level of

activity
• National Bike and 

Pedestrian 
Documentation 
Project dates, 
times, and 
guidance

• SAFETREC/Alta 
Seamless Project



Volunteer Counts            
Creating a Program

• Goals: data in high crash 
locations, representative sample 
of Chicago’s intersections, work 
with community groups

• Establish uniform CDOT guidelines 
and materials

• Web presence/outlet through 
chicagocompletestreets.org

• Provide training and planning 
assistance, digitize data



Work to Date 

• 16 intersections in 5 
community areas

• Partnering with 
universities, chambers of 
commerce/SSAs, ward‐
based groups

• Need for greater 
distribution, especially in 
high crash areas on the 
South and West Sides

• Combine project‐based 
and volunteer counts in 
unified database

Volunteer Counts



What’s Next?
Future work
1. Continuing to collect data at established and existing locations
2. Connecting with community groups
3. Creating seasonal adjustment factors using automated counters
4. Using pedestrian crash‐rate model to inform long range work plan
5. Predictive pedestrian volume model

Can you connect CDOT to potential volunteers?



Website
www.chicagocompletestreets.org

Contact
CDOTNews@cityofchicago.org

Facebook
facebook.com/CDOTNews

Twitter
@ChicagoDOT
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Thank You!


